[Oct. ARTICLE VII. Letter from Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton.
Boston, August 25, 1847. Messrs. Editors: During the session of the late convention of dentists at Saratoga, I found that great interest was manifested in the history of the discovery of the mode of producing insensibility to pain under surgical operations, and a strong desire expressed to have this history fully and fairly set before our profession through the columns of its own proper Journal. This desire was expressed to me personally by several of our brethren, whose rank, at the head of the profession, entitled their intimations to great weight. Yielding to this, I present a statement of some of the chief incidents relating to the discovery, from the earliest, set forth somewhat in the narrative form. After the right to the credit of the discovery became matter of controversy, affidavits were collected, the originals of which were forwarded to the Academie des Sciences at Paris. Many of them will be found in a pamphlet, published by Mr. Edward Warren, in Boston, especially in the latest editions. They are, perhaps, too long to justify their being incorporated in this article, but I transmit such as are printed to your care, to be used as your discretion shall dictate.
In the year 1844, while in practice as a dentist, I Not long after receiving this ether, I applied it to a sensitive tooth of a female patient, and found that by repeating the application for several days the irritation of the nerve was so far relieved that the tooth was filled without difficulty, and is now in good condition. By this experiment I became satisfied of the effect of ether when directly applied, in assuaging pain and deadening the nerve of a tooth. This was in the summer of 1844.
Soon after this conversation, the wife and aunt of Dr. Jackson were under my care for a series of severe dental operations, in which no little fortitude was needed. The first named lady sat in the operating chair several hours before the extraction of each tooth, showing uncommon sensitiveness, and begging to be mesmerised, or for any mode of alleviating the pain. Dr. Jackson was present at some of these sittings, and saw her distress, and often conversed upon the subject, but suggested no mode of alleviation or prevention.
My attention having been directed to the use of ether, by direct application, to sensitive teeth, I began to read upon the subject generally, and found that the inhaling of ether to produce stupefaction or intoxication was familiar among teachers and students, and that its effect was well known to be that of [Oct. an antispasmodic, anodyne and narcotic. Having some of the ether left which Dr. J. had sent me, I inhaled it from ray handkerchief, but did not find that it produced any marked effect, probably from there being too little of it.
In the course of the summer, being unwell, I went into the country, at Farmington in iConnecticut, and while there made experiments upon the effect of ether by causing birds and other animals to inhale it. I was disappointed in the effects produced, and as my experiments were known among my friends, I was somewhat mortified, and bottled the subjects, where they remain, I presume, to 
